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Change Proposal

Rationale for Change
TimeTableCell clashes with TeachingGroup on whether teachers are mandatory or not. For consistency, TimeTableCell should treat teachers as optional.
Business Case
TeachingGroup allows for teacher-less classes, by making Teacher RefID optional. On the other hand, Timetable Cell presupposes that all timetabled classes are led by a teacher, making Teacher RefID mandatory. As a result, it is impossible to schedule teacher-less classes through TimeTableCell: a dummy teacher needs to artificially nominated.
The teacher teaching the Teaching Group is not necessarily the same person as the staff member leading the timetables session: the teacher running the class could be a substitute, a specialist, or part of a team lead by the Teaching Group leader. So the leader of the Teaching Group and the staff running the timetables session are already uncoupled. The business case addresses the case where the two roles are coupled, and both as a result are teacherless—there is no teaching running the teaching group, and no teacher running the timetables session. But if the roles are coupled, then all four possibilities are available:

· The group is teacherless, and as a result the session is unsupervised.

· The group is teacherless in general, but a staff member is brought in for a particular session (e.g. a specialist)

· The group has a teacher, and that teacher is running the session.

· The group has a teacher, but the particular session is unsupervised (e.g. self-directed study).

Request to make RoomNumber Optional.
As part of the work of the SBP – Student Baseline Profile Group, a request has been received from Lance Duivenbode, SEQTA, to make RoomNumber Optional also.  This is because the location for timetabled sessions may be non-specific, implicit, or outside the normal notion of homerooms; for example, Lunch, or Sports.
Time Line

This change will be in the Version 1.2 SIF Implementation Specification (Australia) timeline.

Potential Object Changes

It is proposed to change the obligation of Staff RefID and RoomNumber on TimeTableCell from Mandatory to Optional.  

	Proposed Data Object Changes

	Object
	Element
	Attribute
	Reason for including

	TimeTableCell
	StaffPersonalRefId
	O
	Discussed above

	
	RoomNumber
	O
	 Discussed above


Change Plan

Object Dependencies and Relation Map

Changes to Other Objects

There are no anticipated changes to other objects.

Infrastructure Changes

There are no anticipated infrastructure changes.

Object Definition

TimeTableCell
The purpose of this object is to identify a specific cell within a particular TimeTable. A time table is a structure that represents all the available days and times (periods) for which a particular teaching group, or subject can be scheduled.
	 Object

	Elements
	Char
	Description
	Type

	TimeTableCell
	
	
	The purpose of this object is to identify a specific cell within a particular TimeTable. A time table is a structure that represents all the available days and times (periods) for which a particular teaching group, or subject can be scheduled.
	

	
	StaffPersonalRefId
	O
	The GUID of the Staff Member being Scheduled
	IDRefType

	
	RoomNumber
	O
	Room number as presented to the user/application.
	HomeroomNumber


Issues
The possibility of unsupervised timetabled sessions should be raised with other SIF versions—particularly SIF-UK, from which the SIF-AU TimeTable object is derived.. SIF-US already treats its equivalent supervisor as optional (and a list): SectionInfo/ScheduleInfoList/ScheduleInfo is MR, but SectionInfo/ScheduleInfoList/ScheduleInfo/TeacherList is O.
XML Example
<TimeTableCell RefId="64A309DA063A2E35B359D75101A8C3D1">
   <TimeTableRefId>64A309DA063A2E35B359D75101A8C3D0</TimeTableRefId>
   <TimeTableSubjectRefId>22860091719245B4AB0CF5B9DC19DE5C</TimeTableSubjectRefId>
   <TeachingGroupRefId>64A309DA063A2E35B359D75101A8C3D1</TeachingGroupRefId>
   <RoomInfoRefId>D3E34B359D75101A8C3D00AA001A1652</RoomInfoRefId>
   <!-- <StaffPersonalRefId> </StaffPersonalRefId> -->
   <TimeTableLocalId>2008S1</TimeTableLocalId>
   <SubjectLocalId>07AR</SubjectLocalId>
   <TeachingGroupLocalId>20087ASPN 2008S1</TeachingGroupLocalId>
   <RoomNumber>101</RoomNumber>
   <StaffLocalId>946379881</StaffLocalId>
   <DayId>1</DayId>
   <PeriodId>1</PeriodId>
   <CellType>T</CellType>
   <SchoolInfoRefId>D3E34B359D75101A8C3D00AA001A1652</SchoolInfoRefId>
   <SchoolLocalId>01011234</SchoolLocalId>
 </TimeTableCell>
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