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Change Proposal

Rationale for Change
The year of the staff assignment is redundant if the staff member is permanent.
Business Case
The SIS group has identified a change event is issued for each StaffAssignment object in the SIF zone, since the SchoolYear element of the object needs to be updated every year. This means that for permanent staff, there will be a large number of redundant StaffAssignment update events, since their assignment is unaltered from one year to the next. When those staff members’ status does change, there are other elements in StaffAssignment or StaffPersonal which can be updated to reflect that change and generate a change event. For that reason, the SIS group believes that SchoolYear should be optional for staff with an ongoing assignment. 
Time Line

This change will be in the Version 1.2 SIF Implementation Specification (Australia) timeline.

Potential Object Changes

It is proposed to change the obligation of SchoolYear to optional.  

	Proposed Data Object Changes

	Object
	Element
	Attribute
	Reason for including

	StaffAssignment
	SchoolYear
	O
	School year for which the information on staff assignment is applicable, may be omitted if the assignment is ongoing.


Change Plan

Object Dependencies and Relation Map

Changes to Other Objects

There are no anticipated changes to other objects.

Infrastructure Changes

There are no anticipated infrastructure changes.

Object Definition

StaffAssignment 
This object defines information related to a staff member's assignment(s); commonly, this will be a school assignment.
	 Object

	Elements
	Char
	Description
	Type

	StaffAssignment
	
	
	This object defines information related to a staff member's assignment(s); commonly, this will be a school assignment
	

	
	SchoolYear
	O
	School year for which the information is applicable, expressed as the four-digit year in which the school year ends (e.g., 2007).
	SchoolYear


Issues

This proposal involves the ongoing assignment of staff to a school; the ongoing status of staff within a jurisdiction is covered by StaffPersonal. There is a separate proposal to indicate employment status within StaffPersonal through a flag, which can trigger change events; that proposal does not directly impact the value of StaffAssignment/SchoolYEar/
Existing implementations may have relied on an annual staff assignment census to cull staff who have left the school—not creating a StaffAssignment object for the new year. If the school year of the assignment is left off, systems will instead need to issue an explicit delete request for the StaffAssignment to terminate it, or else rely on JobEndDate for changes to assignment status. 

This proposal moves to deprecate SchoolYear in favour of JobStartDate and JobEndDate as a source of truth, and in a future major release SchoolYear may be dropped from the StaffAssignment object.
XML Example
<StaffAssignment RefId="D3E34B359D75101A8C3D00AA001A1652">

  <SchoolInfoRefId>A8C3D3E34B359D75101D00AA001A1652</SchoolInfoRefId>

<StaffPersonalRefId>D3E34B359D75101A8C3D00AA001A1651</StaffPersonalRefId>

  <Description>VCE English Teacher</Description>

  <PrimaryAssignment>Y</PrimaryAssignment>

  <JobStartDate>2000-09-05</JobStartDate>

  <JobEndDate>2020-06-25</JobEndDate>

  <JobFTE>1.00</JobFTE>

  <JobFunction>Teacher</JobFunction>

  <StaffSubjectList>

    <StaffSubject>

      <PreferenceNumber>1</PreferenceNumber>

      <SubjectLocalId>English</SubjectLocalId>

    </StaffSubject>

    <StaffSubject>

      <PreferenceNumber>2</PreferenceNumber>

      <SubjectLocalId>Mathematics</SubjectLocalId>

    </StaffSubject>

    <StaffSubject>

      <PreferenceNumber>3</PreferenceNumber>

      <SubjectLocalId>Science</SubjectLocalId>

    </StaffSubject>

  </StaffSubjectList>

  <YearLevels>

    <YearLevel>

      <Code>11</Code>

    </YearLevel>

    <YearLevel>

      <Code>12</Code>

    </YearLevel>

  </YearLevels>

  <CasualReliefTeacher>N</CasualReliefTeacher>

</StaffAssignment> 
Codeset
N/A
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